Ray Taft, born in San Francisce in 1919, meved with his
wife and three children to San Mateo County in 1953.

Unable to find a place to swim they aprlied for = G.T.
lca n fand built a swim scnool at 57 40th sive., Sen Mateo. COpened May 1, 1955.

Immediztely started a swim team with the few pupils he had,
mositly neignbornood children. Lfter ten years he enclosed the pool Tor
cverexrosure to the sun and kesep the pocl oren year around. He taught

hildren from 4 yrs and up for the mest pert of 24 yrs. He rrebared
children for the specizl olympics and gave water exercises 4o Sircke patients.
He s%ill has two friends come Tues & Thurs for water exercises and rewiewing
thelir swimming after one severe stroke and ancther minor PEL/L 2 G

The age grour swim program blossomed and he moved first to
Sen Mateo T4Z High and then Hillsdale High and coached two to be World
Champions. Hany of his former team memvers have since become swim coaches
Tor High Schocls and Colleges and one at Louisiana University

In 1970 he started a pazrents ccmpetetive swim team. Nine women
and h1mse1f entered their first meet in 1971 in Livermore. That same year
he had = double fracture in his leg and taught and coached from z wheel chair
for six months.

Jron recovery and in need of more room he asked the San Mateo
Recreatlon Dept if they hzd some time in the evenings for Mastiers (adult)
swimmers to stari a program. Starting with 4 swimmers it scon blossomed to
200 or more.

His first effort was to hold the very first A.A.U. National short
course swWimming champlonships at the Ccllege of San Mateo. Hic team won and
he won every event he swam and has comtinued to do the same almost every year
at the Nationzls and Pacific and local Championships. Many, zlmost allways,

he won individual high point. In 1973, his team won at Santa Monica short course, and

1974 Long Course Nationals hiz team won. 81 members with as many medley and free
relays end mixed relays he organized o the point where he forget to put his suit

on Wren it was time for him to swim on kis relay. No, he did not go in in his shortis.
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He has received over the years two Resolutions for service to the
city of San Mateo Community.

Balboa High Eall of Fame for his swimming ability in school and since.
Womens magazine swimmer, coach of the month.

Twice Facific Masters athnlete of the year

Sirce ike start of roints for overall oren water swimming, he has
won the trorhy evary time, excert once.

tie nas nmade All-aAmerican every year since it's inception.

Hzde the 211-Star team every yezr since it's incertien

Fer



coached
1955 started age group San Mateo Marlins in own swim school
1970 Sr. Olympics in Los Angeles, 1971 went agzin - all wins age groum 40 yrs+, 50 yrs
1972 Hosted and won first A.2.U. Naticnal Masters at C.S.M. high point tean
1973 High Point Team in Santa Monica s.C. Nationals
1974 Long Course Vationals Santa Clarz, first place team, 1lst men, lIst women
1980 L.C. Nationals Santa Clara, lst place t am, 1lst men - lst women
1981 Davyis, Facific association Championships s.c. and L.C.
1982 won Pacific AssSociation Championsnips s.c. & L.C.
1983 Pacific association women L.C. and s.c. firsﬁ
1983 Lake Berreyessaz High Point team with 65 swimmers
1354 Leake Berreyessa 2 mile swim Fi Point Team with 54 swimmers

1985 retired from daily coaching, now just when coach is on vacation or someone
is sick. - i
1987 s.c. Hat'ls Stanford 3rd place women, 3rd place overall

Bvery year since 1370 Ray hes won or tied for individual age group high peint
EWlMmer
Twice in 14 years he has received "8wimmer of the Year in the Pacific Aissociation.

Jon high point at at least one nationzl championships every year until they
disdontinued the award.(only went to one National a year due to time off work)

Mominated for Ransom Arithur Award A times. The most prewtigecus award in
Masters Swimming, .
award for 35 yrs serving the Americen Red Cross in San Francisco and San Mateo County
in 1987
Two very special Awards from the City of San Mateo for service to the Community
the lasi in 1986 just after his retirement.
1984 World Chempionships 5 first, one second in New Zealend
1986, VWorld Championships 5 first, three World Records only 5 evenis allowed
198, World Championships, 6ne first, 5, second places, two relzay firsts.

He had severe neurological problemss all year

In Juwte 1939 Zay turns 70 yre ard exiccis o &f {//dﬂnf{rﬁffﬂf break more rTecords
in the new zge group.



