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Gordon Joinville – A City of San Mateo Fallen Hero 
 

Part 2 – The Aftermath 
 

As soon as the car’s description and license plate number were run through the system the 
suspect was identified as Zachary Ford Lillard, also known as James C. Andrews.  Lillard 
was single, age 32, six-feet, two-inches tall, weighed 158 pounds, with brown hair and light 
blue eyes.  He was wanted by the FBI on a federal fugitive warrant for kidnapping with bodily 
harm and unlawful flight to avoid prosecution.  Lillard was also sought in both San Jose and 
San Francisco for armed robbery and car theft. 
 

 
A crowd begins to gather around Sgt. Gordon Joinville's unmarked police car yesterday afternoon.  An 
investigator walks away from the scene his face showing the strain and distress of the tragedy.  At left, 
standing by the telephone pole, is Investigating Officer John Burr, who was Sergeant Joinville's best man 
at his wedding and the first on the scene.  Ironically, the suspected killer, Zachary Lillard of San Jose, is 
regarded as an excellent scuba diver as was the slain officer, a member of the police skin diving team. 
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Knowing the serious charges against him with the long prison term he was facing explains 
the extreme measure that Lillard took to avoid being arrested. 
 
By 6 p.m. (less than an hour after the shooting), an all-points bulletin was issued resulting in 
the largest manhunt in the history of San Mateo.  Scores of police officers, many using their 
own automobiles, patrolled the nearby streets, highways, and alleys in the search for 
Joinville's killer.  The story of the shooting and its aftermath dominated the local news until 
early June, when presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy was assassinated in Los 
Angeles. 
 
By the next day, Friday, May 24, 1968, law enforcement agencies throughout the West were 
searching for Lillard.  Aiding in the search for Lillard were personnel from the FBI, State 
Highway Patrol, and neighboring police departments from all over the Bay Area.  Even off-
duty San Mateo police officers (including some who were on vacation) showed up in their 
own personal cars and offered to help in the search. 
 
Within a day a fund was established in memory of the slain officer.  "The Gordon Joinville 
Memorial Trust Fund," administered by Crocker Citizens Bank, was established to assist in 
the education of his two surviving small children.  The list of donors to the Trust Fund ran 26 
pages.  In addition the family was provided with compensation from Sergeant Joinville's 
pension, his life insurance (with accidental death benefit), Workers' Compensation, an FBI 
fund for fallen agents, and the Peninsula Peace Officers' Association. 
 

 

At 5:30 p.m. on Saturday, May 25, two days after the murder, the FBI 
captured Lillard in the Haight-Ashbury district of San Francisco.  At 
the time he was arrested, Lillard, unarmed, tried to evade his captors 
by running into a residential backyard and hiding in a flower bed.  
Thus ended his freedom, but not for long. 

 
A rifle and two pistols, including the murder weapon, were found in a nearby truck that Lillard 
had rented.  Soon thereafter, his Kharman Ghia (with license plate KKR030) and the LSD 
manufacturing lab (including the 100 pounds of starch he purchased in San Mateo) were also 
located.  Lillard was immediately transferred to the San Mateo city jail where he was held 
without bail.  On Tuesday May 28 he was arraigned in San Mateo Central District Municipal 
Count on murder charges.  In covering Lillard's capture, local newspapers reported that he 
was "a known user of amphetamines and a devotee of health foods and the Rosicrucian 
religious sect." 
 
It was also reported that Lillard was born in Ellenville, New York, and had attended Syracuse 
University where he studied chemistry.  He was fluent in Spanish, a licensed pilot, and an 
accomplished SCUBA diver. 
 
The outstanding federal kidnapping charges against Lillard were the result of 1966 discount 
store robbery in San Jose.  In making his getaway from that robbery, Lillard forced a car off 
the road and kidnapped the driver.  Now that Lillard was finally captured and jailed in San 
Mateo, authorities in Santa Clara County wanted him transferred to San Jose for arraignment 
on those charges.  On October 30, Lillard was transferred to the Santa Clara County jail. 
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On November 3, Lillard staged a successful escape from that jail.  He had somehow 
smuggled in a pistol--it was never discovered how he did it although it was rumored that he 
had offered a jailer $5,000 for a weapon.  While being escorted to his cell, Lillard pulled out 
his pistol.  He forced two guards into his cell, ordering one of them to remove his uniform 
which Lillard put on.  Using the guards' keys, he locked them into his cell and then, posing as 
a guard, walked out of the building a free man.  Still dressed in the stolen guard uniform, 
Lillard flagged down a car in front of the jail.  Using his pistol, he entered the car and 
commanded the driver to continue driving.  About a mile away Lillard ordered the driver to 
pull into a gas station.  He then forced the driver out and sped away in the stolen car.  Again, 
all-points bulletins and a massive police search ensued.  A week later Zachary Ford Lillard 
was captured for the second and final time in San Francisco.  Again, he was unarmed and 
surrendered without resistance.  That would be the last day of freedom he would ever know. 
 

 
In his eulogy, Bernard Cronin, pastor of St. Matthew's Catholic Church of San Mateo, said: 
“It is difficult to conceive of a greater tragedy involving a community than the loss of a 
police officer through violence.  Sergeant Joinville gave a very special kind of public 
service.  We can be quite sure it is not pay, popularity, or acclaim that attracts such men 
to the job of policing a community.  It is only a very fine sense of concern for, and 
dedication to their neighbors' well-being that can explain the risks these officers take in 
protecting life and maintaining law and order.  In life and in death, Sergeant Joinville 
represented the acme of ideal service to humanity.  In life and in death he represented a 
perfect embodiment of God's idea of love…It is hoped that his life will always be an 
inspiration to his colleagues on the force and his influence will prevail with all those 
youngsters whom he sought to persuade to face up to the reality of life.” 

 
Following the funeral service, a motorcade of 300 police patrol cars and 40 motorcycles 
proceeded to Skylawn Memorial Park in one of the most impressive funeral processions in 
the history of San Mateo County.  Gordon Joinville's burial plot is space 1, lot 33-A, in the 
Sunset Circle section of the cemetery.  It has a stunning view of the Pacific Ocean. 

  

 

 

Detective Sergeant Gordon R. Joinville's funeral was 
held on Monday, May 27.  The chapel service was 
held at the Sneider & Sullivan Funeral Home in San 
Mateo.  The chapel overflowed with family, friends, 
uniformed policemen, firemen, and private citizens.  
Every police jurisdiction in the Bay Area was 
represented by a contingent estimated in excess of 
700 uniformed officers including the Highway Patrol 
and the FBI.  Virtually all San Mateo city officials 
were present including members of the city council. 
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On January 27, 1969, eight months after the 
shooting, Zachary Ford Lillard, went on trial in 
San Mateo Superior Court in Redwood City 
for the murder of San Mateo Police Detective 
Sergeant Gordon R. Joinville.  Lillard's lead 
defense attorney was the prominent George 
T. Davis who had also defended Caryl 
Chessman, the "Red Light" rapist of the 
1950s.  A request for change of venue was 
denied by trial judge Melvin E. Cohn.  Lillard 
did not testify at his trial.  In fact, his defense 
called no witnesses at all.  Margaret Joinville, 
the widow, was instructed by San Mateo 
District Attorney Keith C. Sorenson not to 
attend the trial for fear that if she acted with 
great emotion, the jury might be swayed and 
serve as the basis for an appeal.  Nine days 
after the trial began Lillard was found guilty of 
murder in the first degree.  The jury of nine 
men and three women deliberated less than 
six hours to reach their verdict.  
 
Additional phases of the trial extended into mid-March and established that Lillard was sane, 
competent, and should be sentenced to death in the San Quentin gas chamber.  The only 
real surprise at the trial didn't occur in the courtroom.  On Thursday, February 20, during a 
recess in the sanity phase of the trial, Lillard was allowed to enter a men's bathroom stall 
unaccompanied while guards stood just outside.  Alone, he used a razor blade to make what 
was later described as a superficial cut to his left arm.  The wound took five stitches to close 
and the trial resumed on Monday, February 24.  Many speculated that by cutting himself, 
Lillard was attempting to show that he was insane.  The jury didn't buy it. 
 
On March 14, the jury foreman stated, that the death verdict was returned because of the 
"cold-blooded, deliberate, malicious killing of Gordon Joinville."  Shortly thereafter, Lillard was 
transferred to death row at San Quentin prison to await execution. 
 
Lillard was only the second person in San Mateo County since 1900 to face the death penalty 
for the killing of a peace officer.  The first was parolee Alexander Robillard, age 21, who was 
convicted for the August 5, 1959 murder of 36-year-old Hillsborough police officer Eugene A. 
Doran.  Robillard was executed in the San Quentin gas chamber on April 26, 1961.  Officer 
Doran left behind an expectant wife, Alice, and two sons, Eugene Jr., age 15, and Patrick, 
age 11.  A third son, Gary, was born later that year.  Coincidentally, one of the first officers at 
the scene of the Doran killing was John Burr, who was the first police officer at the scene of 
Joinville's killing.  In March 1969, the Eugene Doran Memorial Bridge on Interstate Highway 
280 was dedicated in honor of the only Hillsborough police officer to ever die in the line of 
duty. 
 
In February 1972, the California Supreme Court, by a 6-1 decision, ruled that California's 
death penalty was unconstitutional.  Ruling that capital punishment when judged by 
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contemporary standards is both cruel and unusual.  The Court added that lengthy 
imprisonments prior to execution constitute psychological torture with a dehumanizing effect.  
Affected by this ruling were 100 men and five women.  The men included not only Lillard but 
also Sirhan Sirhan, convicted murderer of Robert F. Kennedy, and Charles Manson, 
convicted in the Sharon Tate murders.  The ruling commuted the sentences of all those 
awaiting execution in California to life imprisonment with the possibility of parole. 
 
On March 1, 1977, Lillard was transferred from San Quentin to California Men's Colony, a 
medium security prison in San Luis Obispo.  Despite being up for parole numerous times and 
described as a model prisoner, Zachary Ford Lillard spent the last 35 years of his life 
incarcerated in the California Men's Colony.  On October 7, 2003, at the age of 68, he died of 
stomach cancer. 
 
Next:  Part 3 – A Friend of Youth 
 


